To: Jason Luther
From: Jenny Toomey; Kathleen Hannah
Date: September 27, 2011
Subject: Tech-briefing, MyHomework

Introduction:
	Many students can have trouble according to Dr. Randall S. Hansen, founder of Quintessential Careers, one of the oldest and most comprehensive career development sites on the Web transitioning between college and the professional life[footnoteRef:-1]. For this reason, we are proposing a briefing on the mobile application “MyHomework.”  [-1:  Hansen K.; Hansen R. “Making a Successful Transition from College to Career: Time for a Reality Check” QuintCareers.com. Accessed on September 29th, 2011 from Google. http://www.quintcareers.com/college-to-career.html   ] 


Problem:
	Students today view professional work to be a daunting task vs. life in the academic world. One reason for this is because of the pressure associated with being successful in their careers’. This pressure comes from many places in their job. However, one source students feel pressure is in how they organize their workload. Organizing workload includes, completing many projects handled by several people themselves. Several people might have requests too that need to be synthesized with the original professional work. So, several data inputs might be needed before the final project is to be handed to upper levels of management. The credibility as a professional will be on the line.

Objectives:
	Some objectives that we hope to accomplish with this tech-briefing will be: First, show the class how pressure associated with professionalism can be alleviated using the mobile application MyHomework. A survey taken in our writing 307 class showed that students today more and more are using smartphones to take care of daily activities. So, an application that helped transition into professional environments seemed more than appropriate.  

Second, show students how to use a calendar/planner in MyHomework. This process originally used for homework later can be something applied in the professional workplace. Third, show students how to manage their classes. Managing classes is similar to managing a professional’s schedule. For example, a student might meet with his or her friends to study. However, similarly a professional might meet with a client or colleagues to discuss projects. The application could be used for either students or professionals. 

In addition, schedules for classes, or assignments due can be color-coded which makes things very convenient for the student or professional. Finally, using my homework will give students reminders on their phone. These reminders can act as a way of training students to stay on top of their schedules later in the workplace.

Method:
	Our method will consist of meeting with students for 15 minutes once. A presentation on how to use Quick Access, Calendar, Reminders, and Sync will be given. Then we will discuss how the application will be useful for students who want to transition from college into the workplace. 

The application’s intended function for academic related work is often used in an unprofessional way some might argue. However, its use is applicable in workplace type of environments too. One reason for this is the interface looks the same as other scheduling software and would not seem unprofessional to onlookers. Another reason is because it utilizes a system that allows the user to organize their daily activities across multiple platforms, i.e. their phone or computer. Then we will discuss what was learned, followed by an exercise talking about what we covered thus far. 

Qualifications:
	Jenny is a Computer Engineering major and background comes from building hardware system processes that work for the manufacturing of computers. Kathleen is a Finance and 
Entrepreneurship major with a minor in economics. Jenny enjoys looking at different systems and how they interact with each other. In addition, she has taught a small honor’s class about research writing. So, both students enjoy putting together processes that work in real world type scenarios. In addition, the application is free for all students who use iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad, and Android technology phones. It is also available for Mac 0S 8.5 onwards, and as an application for Google Chrome. However, the hub to use cost .99 cents, which is very affordable. The hub is both affordable, yet reliable as it has been downloaded already over one million times just for the iPhone version alone. Finally, the MyHomeworkApp.com site is also available for our reference to use in training.   
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